
 
 

 

 

 

Freedom of Information Request             Ref: 25-371 

27 May 2025 
 

By Email 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Thank you for your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. The 

Trust’s response is as follows: 

 

• We can confirm that we do not hold the information you are requesting 

 

Please provide the following information in a tabulated format for two periods: 1 

January 2017 to 31 December 2020 (pre-COVID vaccine rollout) and 1 January 2021 to 

31 December 2024 (post-rollout). If exact figures are low (e.g., <5), provide a range (e.g., 

1–2, 3–4) or confirm zero cases. All patient data should be anonymised. 

Primary Requests 

• Stage 3 or 4 Colorectal Cancer in Postpartum Women (2017–2020): For female patients 

under 45 years old diagnosed with stage 3 or 4 colorectal/bowel cancer (any subtype, 

e.g., sigmoid adenocarcinoma) who were postpartum (having given birth within 12 

months prior to diagnosis): a. Total number diagnosed. b. Number who died within 12 

months of diagnosis (exact number or range if <5). c. Total number of deaths up to 31 

December 2020. d. Survival duration (in months) from diagnosis to death for each 

deceased case (anonymised). 

• Stage 3 or 4 Colorectal Cancer in Postpartum Women (2021–2024): The same data as 

above (1a–1d) for female patients under 45 diagnosed with stage 3 or 4 colorectal/bowel 

cancer who were postpartum, except total deaths (2c) up to 31 December 2024. 

• All Stage 3 or 4 Cancers (2017–2020): For all patients (all ages, all genders) diagnosed 

with stage 3 or 4 cancer (any type): a. Total number diagnosed. b. Number who died 

within 12 months of diagnosis (exact number or range if <5). c. Total number of deaths 

up to 31 December 2020. d. Survival duration (in months) from diagnosis to death for 

each deceased case (anonymised). 

• All Stage 3 or 4 Cancers (2021–2024): The same data as above (3a–3d) for patients 

diagnosed with stage 3 or 4 cancer (any type), except total deaths (4c) up to 31 

December 2024. 

Supplementary Requests 

To investigate potential contributing factors (e.g., diagnostic delays, environmental 

triggers), please provide the following anonymised details for patients in Requests 1 

and 2 (postpartum women under 45 with stage 3 or 4 colorectal cancer): 



 
 

• COVID-19 Vaccination Status: If available, provide: a. Number of patients vaccinated 

(anonymised). b. Vaccine type (e.g., Pfizer, AstraZeneca) and number of doses. c. 

Timing of vaccination relative to pregnancy or diagnosis (e.g., pre-pregnancy, during 

pregnancy, post-diagnosis). 

• Diagnosis Timing: Month and year of diagnosis for each case (anonymised). 

Concerning the Stage and Progression of Cancer: The cancer stage at the time of 

diagnosis (Stage 3 or 4) for each case (anonymised). If any cases were initially 

diagnosed at Stage 1 or 2 but later progressed to Stage 3 or 4, please indicate the 

number of such cases. 

• Treatment and Outcomes: Whether patients received treatment (e.g., surgery, 

chemotherapy) and outcomes (e.g., remission, progression, death), anonymised. 

• Genetic Testing or Biopsy Analysis: Whether cases underwent tumour genetic testing 

(e.g., APC, P53, MMR, KRAS, BRAF) or biopsy analysis for contaminants (e.g., SV40 

promoter, plasmid ORI, spike protein). If so, provide anonymised results (e.g., mutation 

types, presence of contaminants). 

• Reporting and Referrals: a. Whether cases or deaths were reported to the MHRA (e.g., 

Yellow Card scheme) or MBRRACE-UK. b. Whether deaths were referred to the coroner, 

including number and reasons (anonymised). 

We do not hold this information. We do not collect information at stage group. 

 

This concludes our response. We trust that you find this helpful, but please do not hesitate to 

contact us directly if we can be of any further assistance. 

 

If, after that, you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for 

an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date 

of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to: 

Data Protection Officer 
University Hospitals Bristol and Weston NHS Foundation Trust 
Trust Headquarters  
Marlborough Street 
Bristol 

BS1 3NU 

 

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 

directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be 

contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 

Cheshire, SK9 5AF 

Publication 

Please note that this letter and the information included/attached will be published on our 

website as part of the Trust’s Freedom of Information Publication Log. This is because 

information disclosed in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act is disclosed to the 



 
 

public, not just to the individual making the request. We will remove any personal information 

(such as your name, email and so on) from any information we make public to protect your 

personal information. 

To view the Freedom of Information Act in full please click here. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Freedom of Information Team 
University Hospitals Bristol and Weston NHS Foundation Trust 
 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2000/ukpga_20000036_en_1

