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You will need to attend the hospital on two 
separate days.

First visit

Please attend  at St Michael’s Hospital between  
 
9am and 9.30am on .........../............./............

On the first visit you will take a tablet called mifepristone. It 
works by blocking the hormone progesterone to the pregnancy, 
without progesterone the lining of the uterus breaks down and 
the pregnancy cannot continue.  

You must be certain you want to end the pregnancy when you 
take this medication. If you were to take the medication and 
then continue the pregnancy, it could have harmful effects on 
the development of the fetus. After you take the tablet, you can 
go home and continue your normal activities.

One in two people will experience some spotting or light 
vaginal bleeding before the second visit. Other side effects are 
unlikely, but nausea, vomiting, headache and dizziness occur 
occasionally. Skin rashes are a rare side effect.

If you vomit within one hour of taking the tablet, you will need 
to take a further dose. You will need to phone the hospital to 
arrange this on .

A few people will miscarry before the second visit. If you 
experience heavy bleeding, for example if you soak more than 
two pads per hour, for more than two hours in a row, you 
should seek advice. Even if you bleed heavily, you must attend 
for the second visit.

You will be given further written information telling you where 
to call if needed.
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Second visit

Please attend at St Michael’s Hospital between  
 
9am and 9.30am on .........../............./.............

On the second visit you will be given misoprostol vaginal tablets, 
these tablets make the uterus contract causing cramping and 
bleeding which is similar to a miscarriage. You can insert these 
yourself or you can ask your nurse to help you. 

Further doses of misoprostol can be given orally as needed. Like 
a natural miscarriage you will have pain, the degree of this 
will vary and will be different for each individual. You will be 
offered pain relief to help with this. 

In addition to pain, bleeding and uterine cramping, misoprostol 
may also cause nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, rashes, and 
dizziness.

The length of stay for the second visit is variable but will be at 
least six hours with the possibility of staying overnight. 

How safe is abortion?

For most people an abortion is safer than carrying a pregnancy 
and having a baby, but all medical and surgical procedures have 
risks.
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Are there risks at the time of the abortion?

On average if 1000 people have a later medical abortion, 
approximately 130 will need surgery afterwards to empty the 
womb.

Severe bleeding that requires a blood transfusion happens in 
around 14 in every 1000 cases.

Less than 1 in 100 people having a medical termination will have 
uterine rupture and usually only occurs in people who have had 
a previous caesarean section. 

Approximately 4 in 100 people will get an infection following 
a later medical abortion. Follow the advice given to you in this 
leaflet and by your nurse to reduce the risk of infection.

Will abortion affect my future chances of 
having a baby?

If there are no problems with your abortion it will not affect 
your future chances of becoming pregnant. Your fertility will 
only be affected if you have a serious infection such as pelvic 
inflammatory disease (PID).

Does abortion cause breast cancer?

Research evidence shows that having an abortion does not 
increase your risk of developing breast cancer.
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What about afterwards?

Bleeding may last up to three weeks and you may have spotting 
for a few weeks after this.

Use sanitary towels (not tampons or a menstrual cup). 

Do not have sex until the bleeding has settled.

After a couple of days the bleeding should not be heavier than a 
period. If you soak more than two pads per hour for more than 
two hours in a row you should seek advice; this may be a sign 
that the womb has not been completely emptied of its contents.

In the weeks after an abortion you should seek urgent 
treatment if you develop any of the following:

•	 lower abdominal pain

•	 offensive discharge

•	 fever.

These can be signs of infection and if not treated could cause 
further problems.

Breast milk may leak after the pregnancy has ended.

You are fertile immediately after an abortion, therefore it is 
important you start contraception immediately. Your nurse 
would have discussed this with you.
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What happens to the pregnancy remains/tissue 
after an abortion?

You can request the hospital to arrange and carry out collective 
cremation of the pregnancy remains. You can also choose to 
take the pregnancy tissue home. 

Individual cremation and burial can then be arranged either by 
yourself or with the help of the hospital chaplain, who will assist 
with any practical arrangements. 

Please let the hospital know if you would like to see a member 
of the bereavement team for further funeral options. 

Who should I contact if I am worried?

If you experience problems it is important that you seek advice.

Phone  on  or contact your GP.

What if I am RhD negative?

If you have a RhD negative blood group, you will be offered an 
anti-D injection after your abortion.
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Notes
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