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• In infants with risk factors for infection or clinical indicators of possible infection, perform a 
blood culture before administering the first dose 

• Measure the C-reactive protein at presentation when starting antibiotic treatment. 
• Perform a lumbar puncture to obtain a cerebrospinal fluid sample before starting and it is 

safe to do so and 
– There is strong clinical suspicion of infection or 
– There are clinical symptoms or signs of suggested meningitis 
– If performing a lumbar puncture would unduly delay starting antibiotics, perform it as 

soon as possible after starting antibiotics. 
• Do not Routinely perform urine culture or microscopy as part of the investigation for early 

onset neonatal infection 
• Do not perform skin swab microscopy or culture as part of the investigation for early-onset 

neonatal infection in the absence of clinical signs or localised infection. 
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Immediate care of the new born on CDS 

 

 
 

SAFETY 

 

 
 

There are no unusual or unexpected safety concerns (to staff or patients) 

QUERIES Contact  or  Practice Development Midwife ex 
25164 
Or bleep on call senior neonatologist to answer a query. 
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